The first edition of this book was published in 1998. Over the past 10 years, there have been many advances in the field of haematopoietic SCT, which this new edition includes, this time with contributions from a number of experts in their respective fields. The book starts with a section covering the basic science involved in transplantation. Topics including growth factors and stem cell differentiation are succinctly discussed, along with an outline of cytokine and lymphocyte function, and other issues relating to the immune system.
There are sections relating to transplantation for malignant and non-malignant disorders. Up-to-date results of chemotherapy and/or transplantation from large databases and trials are summarized according to the various diseases and their features. The mode of presentation, relying mainly on figures and tables, makes it very simple to quickly identify the areas in which the reader is interested. The sections on AML and ALL address the situation in an adult setting, however, with relatively little space devoted to paediatric issues.
Section three addresses solid tumours, again clearly presenting data from recent studies and trials, and section four discusses non-malignant disorders, including aplastic anaemia, haemoglobinopathies, immunodeficiencies and autoimmune disorders; neither immunodeficiencies nor autoimmune disorders were discussed in the earlier edition. Where relevant, comparisons are clearly presented between outcomes with chemotherapy alone or after transplantation. The practical aspects of transplantation are subsequently discussed, and this section contains a lot of useful information, including formulae for calculating body surface area and creatinine clearance. Among other topics, there is also a very useful section with regard to central venous catheter management.
The section addressing complications after transplantation is again well set out and, besides discussing such diagnosis and management of GVHD and infection, provides useful organ-related lists of, for example, causes of anaemia after SCT, causes of seizures after SCT, and drugs contributing to particular neurological problems. These would enable a clinician to quickly ensure that everything has been considered in relation to a patient with unusual symptoms. The final two sections of the book concern the SCT pharmacopoeia, histocompatibility testing and other laboratory issues such as chimerism studies. An appendix contains references of the relevant literature databases and websites specializing in SCT.
Although the first edition of this book was excellent, the latest edition seems to be even more clearly laid out with a good use of tables and figures to summarize the material and present it in a manner that is both readable and rapidly accessible; overall, there is no 'wordiness' or redundant material, and the whole book is sharply focussed on discussing each particular topic. Most significant topics and pitfalls have been considered, and there is a lot of new material in this edition. Perhaps more space should have been devoted to neuroblastoma; there is just one paragraph that barely scratches the surface of the main indication for autografting in childhood. Similarly, there is only one paragraph addressing myeloproliferative conditions aside from CML, and myelofibrosis is not mentioned at all. However, everything considered, an assiduous use of this book should make the process of SCT safer on both sides of the Atlantic, and this book should be regarded as an essential reading for anyone involved in making clinical decisions regarding the suitability of a particular patient for transplant, and for those involved in the care of such patients. Given the complexity of the subject, the authors are to be congratulated on producing such a comprehensive guide.
